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MESSAGE TO THE SNATAKAS *

You are doomed to disappointment if you compare your
schools or colleges with Government schools and colleges. The
two are different in kind. You cannot command the palatial
buildings nor a multiplicity of highly paid and learned profes-
sors and teachers that Government institutions which live
upon the people can command. You will not have them even if
you have pecuniary resources at your disposal. The aim of
Government institutions is pre-eminently to turn out clerks and
others who would assist the alien Government to carry on its
rule. The aim of national institutions is just the opposite. It is
to turn out not clerks and the like but men determined to end
the alien rule, cost what it may, and that at the earliest possible
opportunity. Government institutions naturally must be loyal
to the alien Government. National institutions can be loyal only
to the country. Government institutions promise a lucrative
career. National institutions promise instead only the barest
maintenance for full service. You have just taken an oath to
discharge a triple debt. Truly, as Max Muller reminded us, life
with us is duty. Duty well done undoubtedly carries rights with
it, but a man who discharges his obligations with an eye upon
privileges, generally discharges them indifferently and of ten fails
to attain the rights he might have expected, or when he succeeds
in gaining them they turn out to be burdens. Yours therefore
is the privilege of service only. There can be no rest for you
till you have played your part in gaining freedonx for the coun-
try. If you will assimilate this fundamental distinction between
Government educational institutions and your own, you will
never regret your choice. But I know that your fewness worries
you often, and some of you doubt the wisdom of having given
up your old institutions and secretly cherish a desire to return
to them. I suggest to you that in every great cause it is not the
number of fighters that counts but it is the quality of which
they are made that becomes the deciding factor. The greatest

* Convocation address delivered at the Kaslii Vidyapith.
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